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OULU UAS - SCHOOL OF MUSIC, DANCE AND MEDIA
OULU, FINLAND

The teaching facilities for music and communications at The University of Applied
Sciences in Oulu are of uncontested high quality. The challenges of teaching music are
faced with a large concert hall (seating 230), numerous practice rooms with changeable
acoustics, a rather unique organ hall and a recording studio. Communications teaching
has a cross media studio at its disposal for tv-broadcasting practice.

The special feature of the concert hall is the amphi- Client The Oulu Region Joint Authority for
theater, with a back wall that for versatility’s sake Education

can be lifted up completely, but when down isolates Started 2002

sound 70 dB. Behind the wall is a ball room. When Opened 2004
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uncfclo.ns can take p ace in the hall. W en t e bac rchitoct Mikkonen-Arkkitehdit Oy, head
wall is lifted up the amphitheater doubles in size and architect Seppo Perils
provides a perfect stage for dance performances as
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well as electronically reinforced concerts.

Akukon’s team Princ.ipal consul'fants: -

The concert hall is acoustically planned to be a plat- Anssi Ruusuvuoriand Henrik Méller
form for classical music. Due to the installation of Total cost of project 21 million €

motorised acoustic curtains the hall can be altered to
host lighter entertainment concerts. The hall’s sound
technician Mikko Bergstrom says that the hall’s most
common use at the moment is dance performances
and spoken word events. According to Mr Bergstrom
the hall’s acoustic features provide a good arena for
all types of use.

The organ hall is - according to Akukon’s acoustic
planner Anssi Ruusuvuori — made considerably more
resonant than concert halls usually are, since organs
demand church-like acoustics. By installing movable
damping curtains the acoustics of the hall can easily
be changed; a function which opens the hall up for
a variety of functions.

Music can be recorded in a studio which has two sepa-
rate control rooms. The studio’s acoustics befit both
acoustical and electronically amplified instruments. Organ hall. Photo Akukon
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Concert hall. Photo Akukon

TV-studio. Photo Akukon. Recording studio. Photo Akukon
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